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Alex’s class is preparing for a performance. The students are

going to sing and dance.

“As you know our class performance is coming up, SO everyone

will receive two tickets. You can invite your parents!” Mrs Singh

says. The students cheer in excitement. . = —~
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But... Alex wonders if

Daddy can make it.




As Mrs Singh gives out the tickets, Alex's friend, Irfan, asks:
“Will your parents be coming?”

‘Mommy says that Daddy is away. | don't know if he will be
back home,” Alex says.

"Oh, where is he!" Irfan asks.

“I really don't know. Mommy won't tell me,” says Alex.

“How can you not know where your Daddy is?" Irfan replies.

't makes Alex wonder if he is different from everyone else...

Alex eagerly shows Mommy the tickets and asks:
“Mommy, can | call Daddy to ask him to come watch me?”

“No, he's away,” says Mommy.
“Then, can | text him instead?” Alex asks.
“No, you can't,” says Mommy.

“Why?" asks Alex,
in confusion.

Mommy says sternly:
“Because | say so.”




Daddy is never at home anymore.
Where did he go? Why doesn't
he come home!

Now, Mommy works much
longer hours and has less time to play
‘with him. She used to cook a lot but now

she seldom does. Mommy always looks tired.

Sometimes she is sad and sometimes she is angry.

Why won't Mommy tell him Un.ything?

The next day, Alex plays with his friends in school as always.

But things are different that day. Irfan has told everyone bad
things about Alex’s Daddy, and now they are making fun of
Alex. They say that his Daddy cannot go to the concert
because he does not care about Alex.

Alex feels hurt.

He wonders if Daddy really does not care about him.

The children do not notice that Mrs Singh has seen

everything.
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Mrs Singh tells Alex that she saw his friends

tease him. She wants to know if anything is

wrong.

Feeling both angry and sad, Alex says:
“Daddy doesn't come home anymore. | don't
know where he is and Mommy won't tell
me anything.

Is Daddy gone?”

..... r '-".':ﬂ-f- “’ : @15

When Alex gets home that day, Mommy tells him that Mrs Singh rang to tell
her about what had happened in school, Mommy asks him if he is okay.

“Where is Daddy! WHY WON'T YOU TELL ME?" Alex cries. Mommy hesitates
for a few minutes before deciding to tell Alex the truth.

"Sit down Alex, there is something | need to tell you... He is actually in prison.”
Mommy explains, "Daddy did something wrong and broke the law', so he is
being punished.

It is not your fault. It is just like when you eat in class when you're not supposed
to, Mrs Singh will punish you by asking you to copy the class rules 50 times. "

Alex is confused. What is prison?

1Laws are rules that everyone in the country has to follow. If they do net, they will be punished.



Mommy adds, "Prison Is where they keep people who did bad things.

He is just there for a while to learn what is right and wrong, land think :

... | : That night, Alex cannot sleep. He has a million
about what he did. He still loves you and he will be home soén.” S =P :
questions in his head.

What is prison like?

Is. Daddy okay in there!
Does Daddy have friends!
Is Daddy scared?

Mommy says that Daddy will come home but Alex wants to see
him now. Alex misses his Daddy very much.
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The following week, Alex and Mommy have a chat with
Mrs Singh in school. They talk about how Alex feels and
what he can do to feel better. They come up with a list

of things that Alex can try.

T

2You may refer to “RISE: A Book for Families of First-time Offenders” for more
information on how the various coping methods can help a child to feel better.



One day, Mommy asks Alex: “Alex, would
you like to see Daddy?"

“YES! Let's go now!” says Alex excitedly.

But Mommy says that they cannot see him
whenever they want to.

They can only see him

Alex sad but he is still
eager to visit Daddy.

13

twice a month, This makes
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To visit Daddy, Mommy first has to choose a date. Alex now knows
when he will be seeing Daddy.

Mommy tells Alex that when they visit, they will only get to see Daddy
for 20 minutes. That is not a lot of time so Alex should prepare what

he wants to tell Daddy. Alex can also write a letter to Daddy and place
it in the mailbox at the visit area. The letter has to be checked by a
prison officer before Daddy is allowed to read it. Alex has to go through
security checks, such as body scans, before he is allowed to enter the
prison. When they visit Daddy, Alex cannot bring anything along with
him into the visit room - neither his bag nor his toy car.

Alex is very excited as he is going to

visit Daddy today. Alex cannot wait to
see Daddy.

Alex and Mommy have to wait for their
turn. As Alex sits patiently, a lot of things
are going through his mind. How does
Daddy look like now? Does Daddy have

friends? Does Daddy miss me?



They wait for Daddy to enter the
room. It is weird at first because
there is a glass panel separating
Alex and Daddy. Alex cannot hug
Daddy. He cannot touch Daddy.
He can only talk to Daddy.

Sometimes, Alex sees Daddy in person.

Sometimes, Alex talks to Daddy through a TV screen. This is a tele-visit.

-

It is difficult to say goodbye when time is up but Alex knows that it is not ': '
forever. '

Daddy has to stay there for @ while and that makes Alex sad, but Alex
knows that Daddy still loves him.
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“RISE: A Book for Families The RISE Series also includes

"1045 DAYS: The Diary of a Teenage Boy"

of First-time Offenders”
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1045 DAYS:
The Diary of a
Teenage Boy




Where is Alex’s Daddy?

Alex's Mommy won't tell him anything
and Alex doesn’t know why.

Why does Alex feel this way?

What can Alex do to make himself feel better?

With the help of the people around him, he soon finds out..
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